
 

940 Whitney Ave., Hamden, CT 06517-4002   Phone: 203-562-6312   Fax: 203-773-0107  www.cttrust.org 

          February 22, 2017 

NEC FUTURE 

U.S. DOT Federal Railroad Administration 

One Bowling Green Suite 429 

New York, NY 10004 

Via Email: info@necfuture.com 

 

Dear Federal Railroad Administration and NEC Future Project Team: 

 

On behalf of the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, Connecticut’s statewide historic 

preservation advocacy organization, and SECoast, our special project dedicated to organizing 

and educating the public to protect Southeastern Connecticut and the Lower Connecticut 

River Valley, we submit the following comments to provide feedback on the Preferred 

Alternative and the contents of the Tier 1 Final EIS for NEC Future. These comments are 

provided during the Waiting Period prior to development and issuance of the Record of 

Decision (ROD) for this project. 

 

Since January 2016, the Connecticut Trust and SECoast have worked diligently and 

effectively to direct significant public attention to the NED Future Tier 1 EIS process. We did 

so out of grave concern for the impacts of proposed planning on the historic, cultural and 

environmental resources of Connecticut’s coastal communities. An education campaign that 

initially centered on Old Lyme, the western gateway of the proposed Old Sayrbook to Kenyon 

bypass, soon expanded region wide, jumped states to Rhode Island, and now includes 

Fairfield County communities in western Connecticut as well.  

 

We have organized a notable volume of informed commentary on the NEC Future Plan, but 

remain concerned that the Federal Railroad Administration has not acknowledged public, 

municipal, legislative, or Congressional concerns expressed in two states about their 

fundamentally flawed planning process, insufficient public outreach, or un-substantiated 

inclusion of the Old Saybrook to Kenyon bypass in the F-EIS. 

 

No state along the entire Northeast Corridor is as significantly or extensively impacted by the 

NEC Future planning process as Connecticut. The representative route of the Preferred 

Alternative identified in the Tier 1 F-EIS directly impacts numerous historic and 

environmentally sensitive communities. Singularly and collectively, these are resources that 

cannot be mitigated or replaced, and the Connecticut Trust is pledged to defend them. 

 

Regards, 

 

Daniel Mackay    Gregory Stroud 

Executive Director    Director of Special Projects 

CT Trust for Historic Preservation  CT Trust for Historic Preservation 

mailto:info@necfuture.com










































































NEC Future Time line 

 

February 2012  NEC Future Announced. 

 

July 2012  98 Initial Alternatives announced. Kenyon to Old Saybrook not identified. 

 

July 27, 2012  FRA invites Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency to Scoping Meeting 

 

August 15, 2012  NEC Future Scoping Meeting  

 

April 2013  15 Preliminary Alternatives announced. Kenyon to Old Saybrook not identified. 

 

November 2014  NEC Future 3 Action Alternatives announced. Kenyon to Old Saybrook first identified. 

 

February 18, 2015 Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy announces Let’s Go CT! 

 

November 2015  NEC Future D-EIS released, first public mention of “Old Lyme” or “aerial crossing” 

 

November 2015  CT Mirror (9-7-16): Andreski suggests early decision on Preferred Alternative by 11/15 

 

November 10, 2015 FRA in letter invites Old Lyme First Selectwoman to comment on NEC Future  

 

December 14, 2015 Public Hearing in New Haven 

 

January 13, 2016  Public Hearing in Hartford, CT 

 

January 13, 2016  Old Lyme First Selectwoman opposes Old Saybrook to Kenyon Bypass at public hearing 

 

January 31, 2016  Original Deadline for D-EIS Public Comment 

 

February 1, 2016  Stroud briefs Old Lyme HDC on NEC Future 

 

February 2, 2016  First meeting in Old Lyme, CT on high-speed rail issue 

 

February 18, 2016 James Redeker briefs CT DOT staff on early decision by NEC Future Team 

 

February 26, 2016 James Andreski briefs CT DOT staff on early decision by NEC Future Team 



 

February 26, 2016 Carl Jackson briefs CT DOT, FRA discouraged from press statement until after elections 

 

January 11, 2016  DE SHPO writes to FRA, questions shifting assessment parameters  

 

February 16, 2016 Extended Deadline for D-EIS Public Comment 

 

February 18, 2016 FOI materials evidence early decision by NEC Future Team 

 

March 4, 2016  David Carol announces Webinar, tunnel option, defers request for a public meeting 

 

March 11, 2016 FRA Meets with town officials in Old Lyme, CT. 

 

March 14, 2016  FRA hosts a webinar for Connecticut stakeholders 

 

March 21, 2016  CT DOT begins piecemeal widening of I-95 at Exit 73. 

 

March 23, 2016  Old Lyme, CT town officials write to FRA to confirm details of March 11 meeting 

 

April 4, 2016  2 FOI requests with FRA for maps and documents FOIA 16-207 and 16-208 

 

April 6, 2016  Finalized Maps of Preferred Alternative as part of 106 Programmatic Agreement 

 

April 20, 2016  FRA replies to Old Lyme query with letter confirming details of March 11 meeting 

 

May 1, 2016  Rally in Old Lyme 

 

May 16, 2016  Call to FRA regarding status of FOIA 16-207 and FOIA 16-208 

 

May 17, 2016  FRA calls to offer update on FOIA 16-207 and FOIA 16-208  

 

May 22, 2016  FOI requests to CT DOT, NEC Commission, DEEP, Corps of Eng., CEQ, NPS, CT OPM 

 

June 28, 2016  Press Release, CT DOT emails detail short-circuited decision-making by FRA 

 

July 1, 2016  FRA denies early decision in statement to New London Day 

 



July 7, 2016  Meeting with James Redeker in Old Lyme, CT 

 

July 12, 2016  MD SHPO signs off on Preferred Alternative as part of 106 Programmatic Agreement 

 

July 13, 2016  Amtrak VP Stephen Gardner denies early decision in Senate subcommittee  

 

July 14, 2016  CT State Bond Commission approves $1.2 million to study widening I-95  

 

July 21, 2016  CT SHPO signs off on Preferred Alternative as part of 106 Programmatic Agreement 

 

July 22, 2016  CT Federal Delegation requests public meeting in Old Lyme, CT 

 

July 28, 2016  FRA Releases Overview responding to D-EIS Public Comment 

 

July 28, 2016  Call to Timothy Barkley, liaison at FRA for update on FOIA 16-207 and 16-208 

 

August 4, 2016  Webinar for MPOs. Request for letters of consistency with regional planning 

 

August 22, 2016  FRA signs off on Preferred Alternative as part of 106 Programmatic Agreement 

 

August 23, 2016  FRA denies early decision in statement to Westerly Sun 

 

August 25, 2016  ACHP signs and posts executed 106 Programmatic Agreement on website 

 

August 31, 2016  Public Meeting with FRA in Old Lyme, CT 

 

September 6, 2016 Press Release on FRA misstatements, maps of the Preferred Alternative 

 

September 7, 2016 ACHP removes 106 Programmatic Agreement from website at request of FRA 

 

October 9, 2016  Rally in Old Lyme at Bee and Thistle 

 

October 19, 2016  CT DOT initiates two studies for potential investment scenarios on the I-95 widening 

 

October 20, 2016  Joint letter to FRA requesting FOI documents, and clarity on F-EIS release 

 

December 16, 2016 FRA announces NEC Future F-EIS 



 

December 16, 2016 Charlestown, RI learns of Kenyon to Old Saybrook Bypass from news reports 

 

December 21, 2016 CT Trust Requests 60-day extension of comment period 

 

December 22, 2016 Sen. Richard Blumenthal holds public meeting in Old Lyme, CT 

 

January 10, 2017  Public meeting in Charlestown, RI 

 

January 11, 2017  FRA Webinar, includes view of high-quality Data Viewer Maps 

 

January 23, 2017  In letter to federal delegation, FRA agrees to release ROD after March 1, 2017 

 

January 24, 2017  Rally in Pawatuck, CT 

 

January 25, 2017  Rally in Providence, RI at State Capitol 

 

January 25, 2017  FRA holds Open House in Springfield, MA 

 

January 30, 2017  FRA mails packet of maps in response to 4/4/16 FOI 16-207 request 

 

January 31, 2017  End of Waiting Period 

 

February 6, 2017  Maps in response to FOIA-16-207 

 

February 6, 2017  CT Transportation Committee public hearing on SB 253, SB 263, HJ 54. 

 

February 11, 2017 Public Rally in Mystic, CT 
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